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immature specimen of the very scarce Baza sumatrensis, a 
species which was only known as occurring in the island of 
Sumatra till Mr. Hume, in vol. iii. of ‘Stray Feathers, p. 313, 
described two older birds—a male obtamed in the extreme 
south of the Tenasserim provinces, and a presumed female 
from Native Sikhim. Mr. Hume was, in the first instance, 
doubtful as to the identity of these specimens with B. suma- 
trensis ; but the doubt was subsequently removed by a com- 
parison of the Tenasserim specimen with one from Sumatra, 
preserved in the British Muscum, as recorded in ‘ Stray Fea- 
thers,’ vol. viii. p. 444. 

The measurements of both sexes are noted in Mr. Hume’s 
article above referred to, and they lead to the inference that 
the specimen in the British Museum must be a male, though 
marked as a female by Mr. Wallace. 

There only remains to be mentioned one other known 
species of the genus Baza, the beautiful Baza lophotes, as 
regards which I would refer to the latest and, in some re- 
spects, the fullest account which has been published respect- 
ing it, viz. that given in Captain Legge’s ‘ Birds of Ceylon,’ 
where, amongst other matters, the interesting subject of its 
geographical distribution is carefully discussed. An impor- 
tant note on this species, as observed by Mr. Davison in 
Tenasserim, ought also to be mentioned, and will be found in 
‘Stray Feathers,’ vol. vi. p. 24. 


XLVIII.—On the Nesting in Confinement of the Snowy Owl. 
By J. H. Gurney. 


In ‘ The Ibis’ for 1875, p. 517, I recorded what I believe to 
be the first known instance of the nesting in confinement of 
the Snowy Owl (Nyctea scandiaca), and of the successful 
rearing of some of the young birds, thus produced, in the 
aviary of Mr. Edward Fountaine of Easton, in Norfolk. 

In ‘ The Ibis’ for the current year, p. 144, I further re- 
corded that a female bird, one of those thus reared in 1875, 
had mated with a male that Mr. Fountaine had purchased, 
and had laid eggs during the summer of 1879, which did not 
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prove fertile. The same female has during the present year 
been more successfully paired with another male obtained by 
Mr. Fountaine, and the result was a clutch of eight eggs, 
which were laid at the following dates, viz. 21st, 23rd, 25th, 
27th, 29th, and 3lst May, and on the 2nd and 5th June, and 
of which six were hatched on the 24th, 26th, 28th, and 30th 
June, and on Ist and 5th July. The latest hatched nestling 
disappeared on 6th July; and Mr. Fountaine is of opinion 
that it must have died and been devoured by one of its 
parents, and that the like fate overtook the two unhatched 
eggs which disappeared at the same time. 

Some days subsequently to this catastrophe, the nestling 
which was hatched on Ist July died, and that which was 
hatched on 26th June committed suicide in a pan of water 
which was supplied for the use of its parents. 

By the kind permission of Mr. Fountaine I visited the three 
surviving nestlings on 19th July, and was glad to find them 
flourishing, with the exception of some injury which one of 
them had suffered from a blow inflicted by the talons of its 
mother when irritated by the removal from the aviary of the 
nestling which was drowned. 

The first-hatched nestling assumed the dark slate-coloured 
down when 15 days old, the second at the age of 14 days, 
the third at that of 13 days, the fourth when 11 days old, and 
the fifth when 10 days old. 

Mr. Fountaine’s servant, who has the care of these Owls, 
and has carefully watched their changes, informed me that 
the nestlings are nude when hatched, and that the covering 
of white down makes its appearance at the end of the second 
day from the date of hatching. 

He had, by desire of Mr. Fountaine, particularly watched 
one of the nestlings whilst changing from the white to the 
dark slaty brown: he observed the white down beginning to 
fall off about 10 o’clock one morning, and by 5 p.m. on that 
day it had nearly all fallen off, leaving the bird almost bare ; 
but by 6.30 a.m. on the following day the nestling was well 
covered with the new dark-coloured down, which Mr. Foun- 
taine considers to be of a somewhat coarser texture than the 
white down that precedes it. 


